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The stuff of legend 
is history in Turkey 
— Troy, Asklepieion, 
Pergamon, Sardis, 
Hattusa, Cappadocia 
— and the gateway to 
all of it is the fabled 
city of Istanbul. Those 
looking to experience 
this cultural and historical 
crossroads will find 
the contemporary city 
inextricably interwoven 
with its own past. 
By Shonquis Moreno

Although a temporary location has 
�""+�0"1�2-�&+��"6,ĵ)2H�1%"�,/&$&+�)�
�01�+�2)��,!"/+�*20"2*�&0� ),0"!�
for three years for construction of 
&10�+"4��2&)!&+$H�0,�0(&-�&+01"�!�1,�
the Sakıp Sabancı (sakipsabancimuzesi.
orgrH���4�1"/ȩ,+1�*�+0&,+�%,20&+$�
a private modern art collection and 
%&01,/& �)� �))&$/�-%& ��/1F��,+ĳ2"+ "0�
,#�$,,!�#,,!H�)&3"�*20& H�!"0&$+H�
and art can be found in former beer 
factory Bomontiada (bomontiada.com) 
�+!�&10�"5%&�&1&,+��+!��/1� "+1"/�ALTH�
as well as at SALT Galata (saltonline.
orgrH��+��/ %&3"�,#�3&02�)��+!�*�1"/&�)�
 2)12/"�-�01��+!�#212/"H�4&1%�$�))"/&"0H�
���,,(01,/"��+!�)&�/�/6H��+!�1%"�4,/1%6�
Neolokal (neolokal.com) restaurant.
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Browse the charmingly cluttered 
�+1&.2"�0%,-0�,#�º2(2/ 2*�H�&+�
$"+"/�)H��+!�A La Turca House 
(alaturcahouse.comrH�&+�-�/1& 2)�/F��,))0�
,#��+ &"+1� �/-"10H�1"51&)"0H�*�-0H�
�/1H��/*,/H�'"4")/6H��+!�*,/"�&+%��&1�
1%&0�8@1%K "+12/6�+",K�1�)&�+�1"�
1,4+%,20"F��+��2+!�60H�%2+1�#,/�
�+61%&+$�ȩ,*�3&+1�$"�1"��$)�00"0��+!�
wartime paraphernalia to vinyl and 
clothes at the Feriköy Antique Market 
(ferikoyantikapazari.com).

�"0&$+"/��&)Ů#"/���/� �T0�0(6)&1�
�,21&.2"�Antijen (niluferkaraca.com.
tr) sells fashion handmade in an atelier 
at the back. At Jennifer’s Hamam 
(jennifershamam.comrH�����+�!&�+�&0�
%")-&+$�1,�-/"0"/3"�1%"�+"�/)6�"51&+ 1�
 ,11�$"�&+!201/6�,#��2/(&0%�1"51&)"0H�
 ,**&00&,+&+$H�!"0&$+&+$��+!�0"))&+$�
locally sourced linens hand-woven 
on old-style shuttle looms. Almost as 
 ,),/#2)�&0�1%"�ȩ"0%)6�*�!"�),(2*H��(��
�2/(&0%�!")&$%1H�!&0-)�6"!�&+�1%"�4,,!K
ȩ�*"!�4&+!,40�,#�9;9K6"�/K,)!� �+!6�
store Hacı Bekir (hacibekir.com). 
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Galerist Tepebaşı (galerist.com.tr) 
backgrounds avant-garde art with 
ȩ"0 ,"0�"5 �3�1"!�ȩ,*�&10�,)!� "&)&+$0�
�+!�4�))0H��21�#,/��+ &"+1�ȩ"0 ,"0��+!�
&+1/& �1"�$,)!"+�*,0�& 0H�)&+$"/��1�1%"�
�67�+1&+"�Chora MuseumH���#,/*"/�
 %2/ %��+!�)�1"/�*,0.2"�q(ariye.muze.
gov.tr/en/museum). Also worthwhile 
&0���1/&-�1,�1%"�0-/�4)&+$� &16T0�"!$"�
1,�0""��*/"��/,)�1T0�")"*"+1�)�
Sancaklar Mosque (bcekmece.bel.tr/en-us/
Projelerimiz/DiniTesisler/Pages/Sancaklar-
Camii.aspxrH�*�!"�,#�01,+"H�4�1"/H��+!�
)&$%1H�&+�01�/(� ,+1/�01�4&1%�1%"� &16T0�
,1%"/�+"4�*,0.2"0H�4%& %��/"�,Ȫ"+�
vanity projects of a neo-Ottoman 
")&1"F�����+)ĺ,ĵ)2��/ %&1" 10T�/" "+1�
renovation of the Beyazıt State Library 
(ȥF ,*mBDK1884) preserves historical 
architecture under modern veils of 
$)�00F��252/&�1"��1�1%"�Ayasofya Hürrem 
Sultan Hamamı (�6�0,ȫ�%�*�*&F ,*rH�
a 16th-century Turkish bath that has 
undergone major restorations over 
1%"�)�01�!" �!"F��2"�1,�&10�-,-2)�/&16H�
a reservation is essential and can be 
made online or in person.

A Made of stone, water, and light, architect Emre 
Arolat’s Sancaklar Mosque is a worthwhile trip 
away from the city’s center. Image by Cemal 
Emden

B The architecture of Istanbul reflects the myriad of 
cultures and influences that have made their mark 
on the city over the centuries

C–D Jennifer’s Hamam is the project of a Canadian 
looking to preserve hand-woven Turkish textiles. 
Images courtesy of Jennifer’s Hamam

E A La Turca House is home to a vast collection of 
antiques for sale. Image courtesy of A La Turca 
House

F The historic Beyazıt State Library has recently 
been renovated, its historical architecture such as 
the reading room preserved under glass. Image 
by Emre Dörter

G The courtyard of the Beyazıt State Library. Image 
by Emre Dörter

H–I At Antijen, contemporary styles by local designer 
Nilüfer Karaca can be bought off the rack or made 
to order. Images by Ahmet Deniz Photography
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Where to eat and drink

Try one or both of two dining rooms 
that feel like living rooms: Cuma (cuma.
ccrH�*,!"/+��+!�%&-H�4&1%���Ĳ/01K
/�1"� %"#�&+�1%"�(&1 %"+H��+!�Perispri 
(perisprifener.comrH���4&+"��+!� ,Ȭ""���/�
housed in an art gallery that straddles 
the ancient city walls and resembles 
1%"�)25"�*&!K "+12/6�%,*"�,#���4"))K
1,K!,��%&1"��2/(F��-�1%"�/,�!H�2+!"/�
1%"�$�7"�,#��+��1�1Ů/(�-,/1/�&1H�,/!"/�
0"�#,,!H�*"7"��+!�/�(ĺ at old-school 
meyhane Balat Sahil (Balat Mahallesi, 
�Ů/0")-�Ť���!F��,I9;<H�	�1&%r�,/H�4&1%�
0�336�), �)0H�0�3,/�*"7"��1�1%"��)2"K
tiled Karaköy Lokantası (karakoylokantasi.
com). At Sensus Wine & Food Boutique 
(sensuswine.comrH�&*�&�"�1%"�#2))K
bodied pleasure of a young Turkish 

4&+"�&+!201/6�,/H�#,/�1%,0"�4%,�!,+T1�
drink and want to rub shoulders 
4&1%�1%"� ,+0"/3�1&3"� )&.2"H�3&0&1�1%"�
�2/2Ģ"Ť*"�,21-,01�,#�Huqqa (huqqa.
com.trrH���!�6K1,K)�1"K+&$%1�+�/$%&)" 
q%,,(�%r�/"01�2/�+1F��+���1&+6��))"6�,Ȭ�
0%,--&+$�01/""1�×01&()�)H�-2))�2-���01,,)�
at Mandabatmaz (mandabatmaz.com.tr) 
�+!�"+',6�1%& (H�*2!!6��2/(&0%� ,Ȭ""F�

At Asitane (asitanerestaurant.com) 
6,2T))�Ĳ+!��21%"+1& ��11,*�+�-�)� "�
 2&0&+"H�4%&)"�#,/�0"�0,+�)H�#,/�$"!�
fare head to trendy concept shop-cum-
eatery Sanayi 313 (sanayi313.comrF���01�
 &16�3&"40H�+&$%1)6��0��+!�/")�5�1&,+�
can be found at Backyard and Backbar 
(backyard.com.tr). 

	,/�02-"/&,/�0"�#,,!�&+�����/"K
�,+"0�4�1"/ȩ,+1�0"11&+$H�#"//6�,3"/�1,�
the Asian side of the Bosporus to Ismet 
Baba (ismetbaba.com.trr�&+��27$2+ 2(H�
1%"� &16T0�%&01,/& �)�-�/�!&$*�,#�
06+ /"1&0*H�4%"/"� %2/ %H�06+�$,$2"H�
�+!�*,0.2"� ,K"5&01��*&!01� %�/*&+$�
wooden houses and cafes. 
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J–L The striking Sanayi 313 is a concept store and 
eatery focusing on seasonal, foraged food. 
Images by Ibrahim Ozbunar

M–P The city’s rich history history combines with 
chic amenities at Soho House, which occupies a 
renovated 19th-century palazzo. Images courtesy 
of Soho House Istanbul

�#�-�)�1&�)�)252/6T0�6,2/�016)"H��,,(�
,+"�,#�1%"�88�q#,/*"/)6�02)1�+T0r�02&1"0�
in the renovated 19th-century Çırağan 
Palace Kempinksi (kempinski.comr�,/H�#,/���
!&Ȭ"/"+1�16-"�,#�/,*�+ "H�1%"�/"+,3�1"!�
Pera Palace Hotel (perapalace.comrH��2&)1�
&+�8?@9�#,/��/&"+1��5-/"00�-�00"+$"/0F�
Conscionable travelers might opt for the 
/201& K*,!"/+H�0,)�/K-,4"/"!�Adahan 
(adahanistanbul.comrH�4%& %�4�0�0201�&+��)6�
restored and its rooms kitted out with 
all-natural materials. Soho House Istanbul 
(sohohouseistanbul.comr��,�010���0-"�("�06H�
��0 /""+&+$�/,,*H�?>��"!/,,*0H�$6*H�0-�H�
�+!����"  ,+&T0�/"01�2/�+1H��21�1%"�/"�)�
$"*�,#�1%&0�*�$+&Ĳ "+1)6�/"01,/"!�8@1%K
 "+12/6�-�)�77,�&0�&10�*�&+���/F��#�6,2T!�)&("�
1,�"0 �-"�1%"� &16�4&1%,21�� 12�))6�)"�3&+$H�
#"//6�,3"/�1,�1%"�)�/$"01�,#�1%"��/&+ "0T�
�0)�+!0�4&1%&+�3&"4�,#�1%"��01�+�2)�0%,/"H�
�+!�1�("���-%�"1,+�1,�1%"�!,*"!H� "+12/6K
old Splendid Palace Hotel (splendidhotel.
netrH���+�1&,+�)�*,+2*"+1�/" "+1)6��+!�
splendidly refurbished.

Where to sleep
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