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5LFK�ZLWK�ZLOG�PDQLSXODWLRQV�RI�FRORU��WH[WXUH��DQG�
SURSRUWLRQ��³6KHLOD�+LFNV�����<HDUV´�LV�D�JRUJHRXV�
H[KLELWLRQ� RI�ZRUN� E\� WKH�1HEUDVND�ERUQ�� 3DULV�
EDVHG�DUWLVW�� ,W� UHYHDOV� WKH�H[WHQW� WR�ZKLFK�+LFNV�
EHFDPH� D� SLRQHHU� LQ� IUHHLQJ� ZHDYLQJ� IURP� WKH�
ZDOO�� HYHQ� DOORZLQJ� LW� WR� EXUVW� H[XEHUDQWO\� RXW�
RI� LWVHOI��DQG�KRZ�KHU�GHHS� WH[WXUHV�DSSHDU� WR�EH�
FRPSRVLWLRQV�PDGH� XS� RI� OLJKW� DQG� VKDGRZ��%XW�
WKH� VKRZ� LV� OLPLWHG� LQ� UHIOHFWLQJ� KHU� IXOO� UDQJH��
/DUJHO\� DEVHQW� DUH� WZR� H[WUHPHV� RI� DQ� H[WUHPH�
DUWLVW�²� KHU� SDLQWLQJ� DQG� SKRWRJUDSK\�²� DORQJ�
ZLWK�KHU�FRPPHUFLDO�ZRUN�

7KH� ,&$� H[KLELWLRQ� VSDFH¶V� GLPLQXWLYH�
VL]H�ZDV�QRW�WR�EODPH��VRPH�RI�KHU�ODUJHVW�SLHFHV�
ZHUH� VKRZQ� WR� JUHDW� HIIHFW�� RQH� RI� WKHP�� WKH�
ODQJXLG� 0D\� ,� +DYH� 7KLV� 'DQFH"� �����±����
FDVFDGLQJ� IURP� WKH� ���IRRW� FHLOLQJ� DQG� RYHU� WKH�
IORRU�� ,V� WKLV�ELDV� D� IDLOLQJ�RI� WKH� FXUDWRUV"�$OVR�
GRXEWIXO��+LFNV�ZDV� FORVHO\� LQYROYHG�ZLWK� HYHU\�
DVSHFW�RI�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ¶V�FUHDWLRQ��,QVWHDG��LW�PD\�
LOOXVWUDWH� MXVW�KRZ�SURIRXQGO\�+LFNV�KHUVHOI�GRHV�
QRW�FRQVLGHU�ZHDYLQJ�PHUHO\�ZHDYLQJ��³<RX�PD\�
EH�WRR�VWXFN�RQ�WKH�LGHD�RI�ZHDYLQJ�´�+LFNV�SDUULHG�
LQ�UHVSRQVH� WR�D�VHULHV�RI�TXHVWLRQV�UHJDUGLQJ�KHU�
ZRUN�� ³1RQH� RI� WKH�ZRUNV� DUH� DERXW� µZHDYLQJ�¶�
H[FHSW� PHWDSKRULFDOO\�´� $QG� \HW� WKH� PHWDSKRUV�
DUH�HDVLO\�ORVW�RQ�WKH�YLVLWRU��2I�WKH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�
����SLHFHV�RQ�GLVSOD\��PRUH�WKDQ�����RI�WKHP�DUH�
ZHDYLQJV�

+LFNV¶V� VFXOSWXUHV� DQG� EDV�UHOLHIV�
DUH� ZHOO� UHSUHVHQWHG� DQG� QLFHO\� GLVSOD\HG�� EXW�
WKH� VKRZ� LQFOXGHV� RQO\� RQH� RI� KHU� SDLQWLQJV��
�5HG�%OXH� 3DLQWLQJ�� ������� DORQJ� ZLWK� VHYHUDO�
JRXDFKHV� DQG� LQN� GUDZLQJV�� )XUWKHUPRUH��+LFNV�
KDV� DOZD\V� PHGLDWHG� KHU� H[SHULHQFHV� WKURXJK�
SKRWRJUDSK\� ²� LW� KDV� PLJKWLO\� LQIOXHQFHG� WKH�
WH[WXUH� DQG�SURSRUWLRQV�RI�KHU�ZRUN�²�EXW�RQO\�

RQH� RI� KHU� SKRWRJUDSKV� LV� RQ� YLHZ�� 6KH� UHODWHV�
SKRWRJUDSK\� WR� KHU� WH[WLOH� ZRUN� LQ� RQH� RI� WZR�
GRFXPHQWDULHV�KHU�VRQ�VKRW�LQ�������EXW�WKH�VFUHHQ�
KXQJ� LQ� WKH� OREE\�� WKH� HGLWLQJ� LV� GLVMXQFWLYH��

DQG� LW� ZDV� GLIILFXOW� WR� KHDU� WKH� DXGLR� LQ� WKLV�
KLJKO\� WUDIILFNHG� LQWHUVWLWLDO� VSDFH�� ZKLFK� DEXWV�
WKH�VWUHHW��

7KHUH�LV�DOVR�D�GHDUWK�RI�KHU�FRPPHUFLDO�
ZRUN��LQFOXGLQJ�KHU�FROODERUDWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�OLNHV�RI�
)ORUHQFH�.QROO��+LFNV�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�LQ�SDUW�EHFDXVH�
VKH�PRYHG�ZLWK�VXFK�DODFULW\��QRW�MXVW�DPRQJ�FUDIW��
GHVLJQ��DQG�DUW��EXW�EHWZHHQ� VWXGLR�DUW�DQG�PDVV�
SURGXFWLRQ�� ,Q� D� ZRUNVKRS� LQ� ,QGLD� ZKHUH� VKH�
VSHQW�WLPH�EHWZHHQ������DQG������VWXG\LQJ�ORFDO�
SUDFWLFHV��D�KDELW�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�D�YDVW�UHVRXUFH�IRU�
KHU� QR�KROGV�EDUUHG� H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ� WKURXJKRXW�
KHU� FDUHHU��� +LFNV� SURGXFHG� IXQFWLRQDO� WH[WLOHV��
ZRYHQ�E\� WKH�\DUG��ZDOO�KDQJLQJV�VROG� LQ�GHVLJQ�

VKRSV� OLNH�*HRUJ� -HQVHQ� DQG�&UDWH� 	�%DUUHO�²�
DQG� WKHQ��ZKHQ� WKH�ZRUNGD\�ZDV�ILQLVKHG��ZRXOG�
FREEOH�WRJHWKHU�VFUDSV�VDOYDJHG�IURP�WKH�ZRUNVKRS�
IORRU�WR�PDNH�DUW�SLHFHV�

7KH�VKRZ�FR\O\�GRZQSOD\V�
+LFNV¶V�VRPHWLPHV�UDGLFDO�PDWHULDO�
LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�� 6KRZQ� KHUH� WR�
ILQH� HIIHFW� ZHUH� SLHFHV� FRQVLVWLQJ�
RI� VWDLQOHVV� VWHHO� ILEHU� WKDW� LV� DV�
LULGHVFHQW�DV�DQ�RLO�VOLFN��7KH�UHFHQW�
PLQLDWXUH� ZHDYLQJ�� RU� PLQLPH��
7ULXPSK� �������� WKUHDGHG� ZLWK�
KXPDQ�KDLU��DORQJ�ZLWK�D�VRFN�ZKRVH�
NQLW�VHUYHG�DV�KHU�ZDUS�DQG�ZHIW�LQ�
)RRWSULQWV� �������� KLQW� FOHDUO\� DW�
WKH�EUHDGWK�RI�KHU�H[SORUDWLRQV��%XW�
ZKHQ� ³SDSHU´� LV� OLVWHG� LQ� WKH�ZDOO�
WH[W�IRU�(WLTXHWWH���������LW�DFWXDOO\�
UHIHUV� WR� SDSHU� SULFH� WDJV�� LQIDQW�
JLUGOHV� IURP� D� KRVSLWDO� ODXQGU\�
SURYLGHG� WKH� WH[WLOHV� IRU� 5DLQLQJ�
%DE\�%DQGV� �������� EXW� DUH� OLVWHG�
PHUHO\�DV�³FRWWRQ�´�

7KDW�VDLG�� WKH�VKRZ¶V� LQFOXVLRQ�RI����RI�
+LFNV¶V�PLQLDWXUHV� LV� ODXGDEOH��7KHVH� WLQ\�SLHFHV�
�XS� WR� ��� FHQWLPHWHUV� LQ� OHQJWK�� DUH� WKH� VLWHV� RI�
WKH�DUWLVW¶V�JUHDWHVW�YLUWXRVLW\��7KH\�DUH�ZKHUH�VKH�
WRRN�KHU� ILUVW�VWHSV� LQ�PLPLFNLQJ��PDVWHULQJ��DQG�
WKHQ�WUDQVFHQGLQJ�WKH�UXOHV�RI�ZHDYLQJ�WHFKQLTXHV�
VKH�SLFNHG�XS�GXULQJ�H[KDXVWLYH�WUDYHOV�DQG�IURP�
DQ� H[WHQVLYH� VWXG\� RI� KLVWRULFDO� WUDGLWLRQV�� ,Q�
����� VKH� EXLOW� KHU� ILUVW� LPSURYLVHG� ODS� ORRP� E\�
KDPPHULQJ�QDLOV�LQWR�WKH�WRS�DQG�ERWWRP�HGJHV�RI�
SDLQWLQJ� VWUHWFKHUV� DQG� EHJDQ� WR� GRRGOH�� VNHWFK��
DQG� IORXW� FRQYHQWLRQ�� 7KURXJK� WKHVH�ZRUNV�� VKH�
UHWXUQV�UHSHDWHGO\�WR�WKH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�³VWUXFWXUDO�
LQWHOOLJHQFH´� DQG� ³YHU\� RULJLQDO� HQJLQHHULQJ�´�
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Left:
Exhibition views of “Sheila Hicks: 50 
Years” at the Institute of Contemporary Art 
in Philadelphia. All photos by Aaron Igler/
Greenhouse Media.

Opposite page:
Top: Exhibition views of “Sheila Hicks: 50 
Years” at the Institute of Contemporary Art 
in Philadelphia. All photos by Aaron Igler/
GreenhouseMedia.

Below:
Sheila Hicks
May I Have This Dance?
2002–03
Installation view
Photo by Aaron Igler/Greenhouse Media
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DV� VKH� GHVFULEHV� LW�� RI� WKH� SUH�,QFDLF� WH[WLOHV� RQ�
ZKLFK�VKH�ZURWH�KHU�<DOH�PDVWHU¶V�WKHVLV�LQ�������
7KLV� LV� WKH�RQO\�SODFH� LQ� WKH�VKRZ�ZKHUH�ZH�VHH�
LQVSLUDWLRQ�� H[SHULPHQWDWLRQ�� DQG� LQQRYDWLRQ� VLGH�
E\�VLGH�

7KH� KLVWRULFDO� FRQWH[W� JLYHQ� WR� +LFNV¶V�
ZRUN� LQ� WKH� &OLII� 1RWHV±VL]HG� H[KLELWLRQ� WH[W�
UXQV� WKLQ�� ,V� +LFNV� LPSRUWDQW� EHFDXVH� VKH� ZDV�
WKH�ILUVW�WR�PL[�IRXQG�PDWHULDOV��WR�SOXFN�SDLQWLQJ�
RXW� RI� WKH� IUDPH� DQG� WDNH� WDSHVWU\� RII� WKH�ZDOO"�
6KH� ZDV� FHUWDLQO\� LQ� WKH� DGYDQFH� JXDUG�� 7KH�
,&$� VKRZ�ZDV�XQH[SHFWHGO\� URXQGHG�RXW�E\� WKH�
LQFOXVLRQ�RI�D�+LFNV�SLHFH�LQ�WKH�HQJURVVLQJ�VSULQJ�
H[KLELWLRQ� ³8QSDLQWHG�3DLQWLQJV´� DW�1HZ�<RUN¶V�
/X[HPERXUJ� 	�'D\DQ� JDOOHU\��$� FDFRSKRQ\� RI�
DEVWUDFW�DUW�IURP�WKH�ODVW�KDOI�RI�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��
LW�IHDWXUHG�ZRUN�E\�DUWLVWV�OLNH�2WWR�0XHKO��5REHUW�
5DXVFKHQEHUJ�� DQG� /XFLR� )RQWDQD��ZKR� KDG� SXW�
DVLGH� SDLQW� DQG� FDQYDV� WR� EURDGHQ�� VXEYHUW�� RU�
DWWDFN�WKH�SLFWXUH�SODQH��XVLQJ�PDWHULDOV�OLNH�XULQH��
IORZHUV�� .RRO�$LG�� ILUH�� H[SDQGHG� SRO\VW\UHQH�
²�DQG�ILEHU��+LFNV�� WRR��HVFDSHG� WKH�FDQYDV��DQG�
WKHQ�HVFDSHG� WKH�ZDUS��ZHIW��DQG�VHOYHGJH�RI� WKH�
ORRP�DQG� ILQDOO\��FRPLQJ� IXOO�FLUFOH��HVFDSHG� WKH�
ZDOO�DJDLQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�PDNH�ZKDW�DUH��
HVVHQWLDOO\��SDLQWLQJV��$Q\�IDQ�RI�KHU�ZRUN�VKRXOG�
EH� LQWHUHVWHG� LQ�KRZ� WKH� LGHD�KDV�SDVVHG� WKURXJK�
DQG� EHWZHHQ� KHU� PXOWLSOH� PHGLD�� $OWKRXJK� ³���
<HDUV´�LV�EHDXWLIXO��LW�JLYHV�XV�WKH�GHVWLQDWLRQ��QRW�
WKH� MRXUQH\�� DQG�+LFNV¶V�ZRUN� LV� DOO� DERXW�ZKDW�
KDSSHQHG�ZKLOH�ZH�ZHUH�PDNLQJ�RXU�ZD\�WKHUH�

³6KHLOD�+LFNV�����<HDUV´�ZLOO�WUDYHO�WR�WKH�0LQW�0XVHXP�RI�

$UW�LQ�&KDUORWWH��1RUWK�&DUROLQD��ZKHUH�LW�ZLOO�EH�RQ�YLHZ�

IURP�2FWREHU����������WR�-DQXDU\����������
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